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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 
Twenty-second Report — “Improving the working relationship between the Corruption and Crime Commission 

and Western Australia Police: Supplementary Report” — Tabling 
MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [9.57 am]: I present for tabling the twenty-second report of the Joint Standing 
Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission titled “Improving the working relationship between the 
Corruption and Crime Commission and Western Australia Police: Supplementary Report”. 
[See paper 3204.] 
Mr P.B. WATSON: The joint standing committee tabled its eighteenth report titled “Improving the working 
relationship between the Corruption and Crime Commission and Western Australia Police” in Parliament on 
26 March 2015. This report was the culmination of the committee’s inquiry into improving the working 
relationship between the Corruption and Crime Commission and Western Australia Police. The CCC and 
WAPOL provided a joint submission to the committee in which they suggested that their wideranging and 
complex interactions can, from time to time, create tension and that tension between agencies that work in an 
investigative and review context is to be expected and is perfectly normal. 
Using evidence gathered in other jurisdictions, the committee’s report highlighted that a key measure of the 
effectiveness of the working relationship between police and their oversight bodies was the level of 
communication, both formal and informal, between the two respective commissioners. Other jurisdictions 
reported to the committee that the two commissioners had regular, formal meetings every three to six months. 
Indeed, WAPOL and the CCC have a memorandum of understanding, signed in 2007, that specifies the need for 
the two commissioners to meet at least every six months. 
The committee took evidence from WAPOL that meetings of the commissioners had not taken place for five 
years. The committee received correspondence from the CCC that the hiatus between formal meetings between 
the commissioners was about four years; however, the dates it provided for these meetings were inadvertently 
overlooked at the time the committee tabled its eighteenth report. Subsequent to the report’s tabling, the 
committee received correspondence from Acting Commissioner Douglas highlighting the error contained in the 
report’s finding 12 and the chairman’s foreword about the hiatus between the meetings of commissioners. The 
committee has acknowledged and apologised to Acting Commissioner Douglas about the error in both a closed 
hearing and correspondence. 

This supplementary report has been prepared to correct the record as to the actual gap between 2009 and 2013 of 
the formal meetings of the police and corruption and crime commissioners. The committee’s intention was to 
correct this minor error at the earliest opportunity. In preparing this supplementary report, however, the 
committee was frustrated in not receiving documents about the meetings of the commissioners from the CCC 
that it had requested two months previously. The same information was provided to the committee by WAPOL 
within two weeks. This is not the first instance of the CCC being unable to provide information as quickly as 
other agencies. The committee had a similar occurrence in late 2014 of the commission being unable to provide 
documents that it had requested. Copies of these documents had been provided to the committee by WAPOL and 
the parliamentary inspector. Accordingly, the committee has recommended that the commission review its 
electronic records management system and database to ensure that it is suitable for the task of providing 
documents in a timely fashion, as has been the committee’s consistent experience with WA Police and the 
Parliamentary Inspector of the Corruption and Crime Commission. 

A draft copy of this report was provided for comment to both the Corruption and Crime Commissioner, 
John McKechnie, QC, and the Commissioner of Police, Karl O’Callaghan, APM. They both responded that they 
had no comment about the draft. 
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